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POPLINE Subject Areas
Subjects Covered 

Internationally
• Family Planning Methods
• Family Planning 

Programs
• Fertility
• Population Law & Policy

Subjects covered only for 
developing countries 

• Adolescent Reproductive Health
• Demography
• Environmental Health 
• Gender & Health 
• Health Communication 
• HIV/AIDS & STDs
• Maternal & Child Health
• Population & Environment
• Related RH Programs
• Women in Development



360,000 records in POPLINE

• 12,000 new items added each year
• Most well-covered topics: family 

planning methods, fertility
• Over half of journals not covered by 

PubMed (225 of 412)
• 23% of recent records are not journal 

articles



POPLINE by SUBJECT Overall (n=353486) Last 3 yrs (n=39872)

Subject % %

Family Planning Programs 14% 10%

Family Planning Methods 30% 16%

Fertility 23% 12%

Population Law and Policy 13% 12%

Adolescent Reproductive Health 4% 7%

Population & Demography 40% 27%

Maternal and Child Health 20% 23%

HIV/AIDS 10% 26%

Sexually Transmitted Diseases 4% 7%

Reproductive Health Programs 17% 18%

Women in Development 2% 7%

Gender and Health 2% 3%

Health Communication 8% 10%

Population and Environment 3% 3%

Environmental Health 4% 8%

Child Survival 7% 6%

Infectious Diseases 4% 7%



Subject Percentage

Family Planning Programs 53%

Health Communication 53%

Reproductive Health Programs 50%

Gender and Health 49%

Population Law and Policy 48%

Population & Demography 43%

Fertility 42%

Child Survival 42%

Women in Development 37%

Population and Environment 36%

Environmental Health 35%

Adolescent Reproductive Health 33%

Maternal and Child Health 33%

Family Planning Methods 30%

HIV/AIDS 29%

Sexually Transmitted Diseases 28%

Infectious Diseases 19%

Percentage of non-journal content



Four Ways to Access POPLINE

• Contact POPLINE via e-mail / form
• POPLINE CD-ROM
• POPLINE Web Site
• One Source



POPLINE CD-ROM 
2100+ Organizations in 

126 Countries

Africa

AsiaMiddle East

Africa

AsiaMiddle East

Latin America

Eastern Europe



Internet POPLINE
www.popline.org



Advanced Search



Search Results





Boolean Operators
AND &

OR /

NOT !

Truncation *

Within w#

Preceding p#

Exact match =



Finding words and phrases
Type this: To find this:

family planning a phrase

family / planning Either word (or both)

family & planning Items that contain both

condom !female condom First phrase but not second

birth p5 spacing First word preceding second one

=family planning Exact match
contracept* Every word starting with..
spacing w5 planning First word within 5 words of 

second



Less Than /Greater Than

Symbol Meaning Example
< Less than (before) < 2006

<= Less than or equal to <= 6-15-2006

> Greater than (after) > 2006

>= Greater than or equal 
to

>= 1-30-2008

: Between 2000 : 2005



Advanced Search Tips

• Do not use quotes around phrases
• Try replacing symbols with a space or 

truncate the word with *
– Ex:   HIV/AIDs ->  hiv aids

• Ignore punctuation and case
• Include Boolean operators within fields 

or in the SUBJECT field



Complex Searching 
in SUBJECT Field

violence against women / (violence & 
women) / (sexual & abuse & women) / 
female genital cutting / FGC / FGM / 
female genital mutilation / domestic 
violence / rape / sexual violence



POPLINE Keyword Guide

• 2,400+ keywords
• Includes definitions and links from terms 

that are not used to preferred terms, 
broader and narrower terms

• Also online in French and Spanish
• Included in online tutorial





Word Wheel Tips/Issues

• Requires IE 3.0 or later
• Also requires Microsoft Virtual Machine
• Will not work on MACs or with Firefox
• Wait for the Java applet to fully load 
• Stalled search: clean temporary Internet 

files, close browser, and start again
• Defaults to OR (/)



POPLINE RSS Feeds

• Updated weekly
• POPLINE general feed sends 50 of the 

newest records added each week
• Topic feeds send all records 
• New feeds can be added



RSS Feed in IE7
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